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preferred resigning his post to countenancing such a
use of the money belonging to the Hohenzollern family.
There was the question, moreover, of the distribution of
the palaces. While William was perfectly ready to permit
his mother to keep her residence at Berlin, he felt that he
was entitled, as emperor and chief of the family, to the
new palace of Potsdam, the finest of the lot, and the only
one roomy enough for the abode of a reigning sovereign.
It was, therefore, necessary that he should have possession
thereof. His mother, on the other hand, took the ground
that inasmuch as it had been her principal home through-
out her married life, that nearly all her children had been
born there, and that it was in many respects a creation of
her husband's, she ought to be allowed to retain it. Of
course the emperor had his way, and this but served to in-
crease the bitterness, particularly when he issued an order
to the effect that its old name of <e Neues Palais " should
be restored in the place of "Friedrichskron," which had
been given to it by the widowed empress during her hus-
band's brief reign.
Of course all these differences of opinion between the
mother and the son were carefully intensified by Prince
Bismarck, and aggravated by the continued presence of the
Prince of Wales, who was regarded, probably unjustly, as
largely responsible for the animosity which it was claimed
was entertained and manifested by the imperial widow for
her son. The newspapers took sides in the matter, and
the press being very active, there is every reason to believe,
in view of the wide field of German and foreign journal-
ism over which the influences of the chancellor extended
at the time, that he had a finger, not alone in the denuncia-
tion on the one hand of Empress Frederick as grasping,
mercenary, and too much of an Englishwoman to be a

